CHAPTER V
THE SO-CALLED GERMAN CONSPIRACIES
T MMEDIATELY after the outbreak of war, our cruisers in
1 foreign waters were cut off from their base of operations,
and the German Reservists in North and South America were
prevented from returning home owing to the British Command
of the Sea. Measures to assist them were therefore taken by
the German nationals and German-Americans in the United
States, which although not in themselves aimed at the Union,
certainly transgressed its laws. Moreover, during the year
1915 and succeeding years, several deeds of violence against
the enemies of Germany, or preparations for such deeds, were
discovered, involving more or less serious offences against the
laws of America, Both kinds of activity, comprised under the
suggestive term " German Conspiracies "or " German Plots
against American Neutrality/' were skilfully used by our
enemies to discredit us, and these agitations did considerable
harm to the German cause, besides being a serious obstacle in
the way of my policy.
Among the measures for assisting the German fleet may be
mentioned, in the first place, the case of the Hamburg-Amerika
Line, which has already been noticed. The New York branch,
acting in accordance with the instructions of their head offices
in Hamburg, despatched about a dozen chartered vessels,
laden with coal and provisions, to the squadron of German
cruisers and auxiliary cruisers then on the high seas. This
cargo was declared in the ships' clearing papers to be consigned
to ports beyond the area of open sea where the German cruisers
were known to be* When it came out later that the New York
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